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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON STUDENTS SPENDING SUMMER HELPING OTHERS
AND THEMSELVES THROUGH SOCIAL SERVICE, COMMUNITY LIVING
DAYTON, Ohio- Claire Earnhart knew she didn't want to work at a chain clothing
store again this summer. But it was more than that.
"I was looking for something more rewarding than working retail," says the University of
Dayton environmental biology major. "I wanted outside. I needed to find work that would bring
me closer to nature ... closer to God."
The junior from Lebanon, Ohio, found it. Instead of peddling shirts and skirts, Earnhart
plants flowers and prunes trees. She also nourishes young minds by encouraging them to
connect the spiritual dots between themselves, heaven and earth.
Twice a week, Earnhart oversees a program that brings seventh and eighth graders to the
Marianist Environmental Education Center, a 100-acre wilderness refuge located on the grounds
of Mount St. John's novitiate in Dayton. The students, from three local Catholic parishes, help
Earnhart tend to a number of outdoor projects, then they gather to reflect and meditate on their
experience.
"I try to get them to take what they've learned and educate others," explains Earnhart,
who found her job through a University-sponsored service program called Dayton Summer of
Service. "I'm trying to teach them about plants and the environment with a spiritual focus. We
discuss what the earth provides for us and what we can do to give back to the earth."
Earnhart is one of six UD students taking part in an eight-week service learning program
that combines work at a nonprofit organization with a faith-based, community living
arrangement. Participants volunteer at the location of their choice, usually based on career
goals, fot 20 hours a week.
Aside from MEEC, UD students this summer have volunteered at a home for troubled
boys, a resource center for the homeless, and several neighborhood projects that provide meals
and activities to underprivileged children.
In return, participants receive free housing while in the program, modest living expenses ,
credit toward course work and, "almost invariably, experiences and memories of a life time,"
says Sister Nancy Bramlage, S.C., coordinator of the program and director of UD's Center for
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Social Concern.
"They get an opportunity to learn about themselves and who they are," Bramlage says.
i'They gain insight into the complexities of poverty, physical and mental abuse, and a better
appreciation of community and the joy it brings."
In this sense, "community" describes another aspect of the program. Participants meet
several times a week "to break bread, pray and reflect on their work and those who are touched
by their work," Bramlage says. They also attend two spiritual retreats.
Dave Jacob, 21, a senior majoring in English and earning a teaching certificate, was
looking for an opportunity that would provide practical experience along with insight into his
future career. He chose to work at the George Foster Home, a home for troubled,male teens
located in west Dayton.
Jacob spends his summer days as "teacher, job counselor and big brother" to a handful
of teens between the ages of 15 and 18. Among other duties, he tutors residents, prepares them
for the GED, drives them to job interviews and job sites, and joins in basketball and billiards
games.
"It's been a great experience," says the Cincinnati native. "The hardest thing I've had to
learn is finding the balance between authority figure and friend. I've had to learn how to walk
that fine line, and I think it's going to help when I start student teaching in the spring."
Kelly Link, 19, a sophomore education major, signed up for the service learning program
to rekindle the volunteer spirit she held in high school. She helps out at The Other Place, a day
resource center for the homeless.
The St. Henry, Ohio, native says work at the center has provided her with an
"invaluable and eye opening lesson" on one of society's greatest woes.
"I come from a small farming town where there are no homeless, and until I saw it first
hand, I attributed it to laziness or apathy," says Link, who plans to teach at the middle school
level (four through nine) when she graduates. "I know now that many of these people have had
to deal with tremendous problems- mental and physical illness, drug and alcohol abuse, hard
economic times."
Link says she's especially enjoyed the spiritual camaraderie that's developed with
fellow Summer of Service participants.
"The community aspect of it- eating together and praying together- has been
wonderful. It's been a great support system for me, and I think it has helped to reinforce my
own beliefs."
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These students have extended their Summer of Service involvement until Aug. 17. For
media interviews, contact Sister Nancy Bramlage, S.C., at home (937) 258-3113 or at the
Center for Social Concern (937) 229-2524; Claire Earnhart at MEEC (937) 429-3582 or at home
(513) 932-0706 or via e-mail at earnhaca@notes.udayton.edu; Kelly Link at home (937) 6278020, at The Other Place (937) 461-7544 or via e-mail at linkkelr@notes.udayton.edu; and
Dave Jacob at home (937) 627-8044 or at the George Foster Home at (937) 274-6619.

